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—The annual SPDOA
party/auction fundraiser will be Saturday,
October 7th at 8:00 PM. It will be at the
Chapter House Café (S. 10th Street between
Bainbridge and South, on the west side of
the street). Tickets are $25 in advance; $30
at the door. If you want to donate goods or
services to the silent auction or volunteer a
few hours for party prep, contact Ben Field at
benjaminhfield@gmail.com. This is always a
fun time and a great way to meet people:
come on by!

Note: while dogs are usually more than
welcome to join you at the Chapter House,
please do not bring your dog to the cocktail

party.

And now, in calendar order:

— Add your special touch to
planning the party and otherwise make the
Dog Park even better by attending a
meeting! Next meeting is Thursday
September 21st 7:00 — 8:00 PM. It will be in
the Seger Park Recreation Building—that'’s
the place with the mural across the hill from
the dog run at the Seger entrance on
Lombard Street.

— The next clean-
up and fix-up event will be Saturday,
September 30 in the dog run (of course).
Come on by for an hour or two between
10:00 am and 1:00 pm. No skill required!

The next dog

blood drive to benefit the UPenn
Veterinary Hospital will be Saturday,
October 28 . If your dog is between 1 and
8 years of age, over 50 Ibs and not on
any medication besides heartworm,
please contact Cindy Fishman at
cindy.e.fishman@gsk.com or 215-922-
0357. Sorry, donations not accepted
from pit-bull mixes due to a breed-specific
parasite that is harmful to other breeds.

Elections for dog park officers will be held
during the first two weeks of November. We
welcome new participants and you can pretty
well shape a position to fit your personality
and energy—a commitment of even two
hours per month can make a difference! For
information, contact SPDOA president
Yvonne Novak at yvonnenovak@yahoo.com
or 215-629-4994 or any SPDOA officer.

"
Let the world see Bella as the centerfold
gueen she longs to be! The SPDOA
fundraiser calendar is getting underway
earlier this year than last to be timely for your
holiday gift giving. Send one or more high-
quality digital photos of your canine superstar
to spdoacal@yahoo.com -- it's $5 for each
photo, and please include your name, your
dog’s name and your phone number. We're
also looking for help managing preparations.
Calendars will be sold at the dog run and at
Ethnics (928 Spruce Street; ask for Maude’s
person, Terry).




Dodging crushed glass? Settling for patches of
fallen leaves? Or what about scavenging for
moldy, street-seasoned pizza crust? If your dog
answered yes to any of these scenarios, it might
be time for:
A. Take your beloved pet to Seger Dog
Park for a romp in the wood chips.
B. Spring for a shampoo, cut and sportin’
new bandanna at the local pooch
salon.
C. Hop a plane to one of the world’s most
exclusive dog spas in Hollywood,
Calif. called LA Dogworks, recently
featured on HGTV’s Doggone Design.

Okay. We have an unlimited budget for
Rover and a keen eye for the latest dog
style. Let's opt for C (although there are
plenty of great, less indulgent.... errrr...
much less expensive options throughout the
city of brotherly love.)

Your pampered pet or “fur babies,” as they
are called there, can indulge in exotic Thai
massage ($75), maybe follow with a
shampoo and body wrap ($60) infused with
aromatherapy to curb fear and anxiety
(extra), and finish with a pawdicure ($20).
Then, it's steak and organic veggies in bed.

Celebrity doggy clientele could be just a
room away de-stressing in the $40,000 state-
of-the-art hydrotherapy tank. Privacy is also
taken very seriously; so high-profile canines
can romp freely in the 2,500 square foot,
million-dollar indoor dog park with specially
rated astroturf, free from the pupperatzi.

Of course, don't forget the spa-quality
grooming, dental hygiene services, expert
training, and unique retail shopping
experiences there and at nearby upscale
boutiques. Perhaps you may find an ostrich
and 24K gold dog-carrier from Posh Pooch
for $8,000 or matching sweaters for pet and
owner from Fifi and Romeo’s for $825.

A full day of services and an overnight stay
goes for around $500. LA Dogworks is an
American Boarding Kennel Association (ABKA)
member, and all staff are ABKA-certified pet
care technicians. It is open 24 hours a day, 365
days a year, and according to their website
(www.ladogworks.com) they are at your dog’s
bark and call.

Dogs can produce two types of pigment. Dark
pigment, or eumelanin, takes on the color of
black or liver, while light pigment, or
pheomelanin, is yellow or red in color.
Pigmentation type (eu- or pheomelanin) as
well as the distribution of pigmentation over
the body leads to the observed differences in
dog coat colors. Numerous genes contribute,
either independently or in combination, to dog
coat color and patterns. Different forms of the
same gene, called alleles, also affect
pigmentation.

One gene that regulates, in part, dog coat
color is the melanocortin-1 receptor gene
(Mc1r), also called the extension locus. If
a dog inherits the Mc1r wild-type allele
(signified by the uppercase letter “E”) from
both of its parents, s/he will have the
potential to produce either dark or light
pigmentation, and coat color will be

Figure 1: Zeke, the e/EM?



(Ezekiel..., continued from page 2)

dependant upon the interaction of Mc1r with
other pigmentation genes. If, on the other
hand, a dog inherits a variant Mc1r allele
(signified by the lowercase letter “e”) from
both parents, s/he can produce only light
pigment and will exhibit a red or yellow coat
color, such as the yellowish coats of Golden
Retrievers. The Mclr gene also is
responsible for the black mask pattern, the
darkly colored muzzle, seen in many breeds.

Considering Mc1r allele in isolation, Zeke is
possibly e/EM meaning that he inherited an e
allele from one parent and an E" allele from
the other. However, his genotype could also
be E/E" or EM/EM. While his black mask
indicates that he carries at least one copy of
the EM allele, his light coat could result from
an E, EM, or e allele depending upon his
genotype at other pigmentation genes.
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Seger Dog Park is a partnership of the City of
Philadelphia and the Seger Park Dog Owners
Association (SPDOA). SPDOA is a non-profit
volunteer organization made up of individuals
like you who support, manage and maintain the
dog park for the benefit of the community. Join
us!

! -- Contact an SPDOA officer
in person or through the web site for more
information on any of the opportunities in this
newsletter!

# H#+ -- For $25 a year,
you can support the dog run and the SPDOA.
You can join at our website (click on “Make a
Donation”) or by picking up a form from the
mailbox on the bulletin board.

Special thanks to Jason and Gena (Bailey’s people)
(Zeke’s person) and Cheri (Pumpkin’s person) for th

for fabulous photos and to Peter
eir contributions to the newsletter!




